



It’s easy to become overwhelmed with the needs of the world. While we may talk about society’s needs in 
general terms, pray about them, or give money to help, the man of resolution will see what he can do about 
making the world a better place. Part of answering God’s call to be a godly, faithful man means stepping up 
to make a difference: 

  

COMMITMENT 6 
I will confront evil, pursue justice, and love mercy. 

  
Truth to discover: Every generation needs strong men to rise up courageously to confront evil and injustice. 

Mankind, He has told you what is good and what it is the LORD requires of you: 
to act justly, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your God. 

MICAH 6:8 

Anytime a man gets serious about loving God and loving his neighbor, it will always lead him out of his 
comfort zone. It will move him to a place where he has to get his hands dirty meeting needs and extending 
mercy, while bringing about justice and confronting evils that oppress the helpless and downtrodden. 

FIGHT FOR WHAT IS RIGHT 

Missionaries like John Wesley and Charles Finney actively opposed slavery. Evangelist D. L. Moody opened a 
home to rescue girls from exploitation. Pastor Charles Spurgeon built homes to help elderly women and 
orphans in London. Each was a Christian man who responded to local problems regardless of opposition. 
Their lives were powerful because they lived and practiced the gospel they believed. 

Confront Evil—Scripture records the stories of many men who took a stand to confront evil. Let’s learn from 
their examples. 

When the prophet Nathan heard about King David’s adulterous relationship with Bathsheba, what did 
he do about it (2 Sam. 12:7-9)? 

When Nehemiah heard that God’s people were taking financial advantage of others, what did he do 
about it (Neh. 5:6-13)? 

What did Jesus do when He encountered men corruptly profiting in God’s house (Matt. 21:12-13)? 

What commonality do these men share? 
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Pursue Justice—“The recent church history in America includes a lot of good men doing nothing. Men who 
are wired, called, and empowered to be men of action, yet who choose to be soft, insensitive, and passive—
men who fail to remember that ‘to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is 
sin’ (Jas. 4:17, NASB). Passivity is a curse” ( The Resolution for Men, p. 137). Men of resolution courageously 
pursue justice. If injustice exists, men of God rise up to confront it. 

Read Micah 6:8. 

Scripture makes clear our responsibility. God’s Word tells us what is good. He has told us what He requires. 

Describe our three responsibilities as presented in the Micah verse. Then explain what each 
requirement means to you. Share your answers with your group. 
1. 

2. 

3. 

Working with someone else, describe five injustices in the world today—whether in your town or on 
the other side of the planet. Which ones most need to be fixed? 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

If you know of ministries in your church or community that actively fight these injustices, identify them. 

Love Mercy—As men of God who have been changed by the mercy of God, we should extend mercy to 
others. Of course, we want people to experience the spiritual mercy found in a relationship with Christ, but we 
must also want them to receive mercy in practical ways. 

Read Matthew 25:31-46. 
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According to Christ, in what situations do people need mercy? 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

  
According to this passage, whom are we actually serving when we meet practical needs? 
 

 

HOMEWORK   COMING UP IN WEEK 5 - ETERNAL INVESTMENTS PAY OFF 
• My Resolution - Week 4  Justice and truth must always be balanced with kindness, respect, and 
• Daily Devotionals   compassion. 
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Our world has many needs. You cannot do something about all of them, but you can do something about 
some of them. You can spend your life confronting evil, pursuing justice, and loving mercy. Your life can 
change other people’s lives. 

Certain needs mentioned throughout this session probably resonated more with you than others. Every 
person is wired differently—that’s part of the beauty of the body of Christ! God designed you to get involved 
in meeting a specific need about which you are passionate. 

What problems or causes grabbed your heart when growing up? 

Consider family or friends who have experienced some type of enslavement, addiction, or injustice. 
Which of these situations most grieved you? 

Of all the needs discussed in this lesson, which do you expect will most haunt your thoughts this 
week? Why? 

Do you see commonalities in your answers to these questions? Does one topic make your heart beat 
faster than the others? If so, define it here: 

Why do you think this cause means so much to you? 

What ministries or groups are already active in helping with this cause? How could you use your time 
and energy to do something about this situation? 

 

PRAYER   
Pray for the people impacted by the circumstance that most fuels your compassion. Pray that you will not 
settle into sympathy for them, but rather that passion will mobilize you to help. Commit to partnering with 
God to do something about the situation and share this commitment with your group. 
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If you were brought up in church, you may have been warned to abstain from certain “top sins.” As a result 
of such lists, religion is often perceived as a “thou shall not” way of living. 

 List five sins you were taught to avoid. 

Did you know that there are also sins of omission? That we sin by failing to do certain things? Read James 
4:15-17 to find out more. 

James reminds us that we must be careful how we live and plan our lives accordingly. He then states that “it 
is a sin for the person who knows to do what is good and doesn’t do it” (v. 17). To better understand sins of 
omission, also read James 2:15-17. 

The Bible makes it clear that if we know something ought to be done, corrected, or addressed, and we 
stand idly by, we commit just as serious a sin as we do when we commit a wrong against God or someone 
else. 

Take a moment and ask God to reveal some areas that need addressing in your home, community, or 
church. 

 What do you feel God is leading you to do about these issues? Commit these actions to God and   
 ask Him to continue to lead you. 

We pray that the Holy Spirit is directing your heart toward a cause for which you will fight. As you start to put 
feet to the idea on your heart, you might experience pushback from people who won’t understand your 
determination to follow God. 

In those moments, you must decide, Whom will I please? Will I seek the approval of man or the approval of 
God? Read Galatians 1:10 for the apostle Paul’s take on this issue. 

Paul called it right: each person will either spend his life seeking the approval of men or the approval of 
God. You cannot have both. 

What conflict might you face as you take up the cause God is laying on your heart? 

Who might try to pull you off course? 

What would it look like to please people in this situation? To please God? 
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DAY 1: The Sin of Omission | James 4:17

DAY 2: Whose Approval Do you Seek? | Galatians 1:10



No doubt about it, the resolve to courageously fight for a cause will create opposition. Determine to keep 
your eyes focused on seeking the approval of God rather than the approval of man. Pray that God would 
give you the grace to let go of the fear of man and to embrace a greater respect and love for God. 

Jesus stated that our enemy, Satan, comes “to steal and to kill and to destroy” (John 10:10). He wants to 
completely undermine your fight. As you try to unite your family to join you in your cause, you may find the 
enemy trying to distract you or steal your joy. If you try to mobilize the men in your church to lead, he likely 
will attempt to discourage them from helping. 

Should you try to seek justice for people in unfortunate situations, the enemy will set his efforts toward 
destroying your progress. Satan always attacks where God is working and lies to us that our efforts are in 
vain. While his attack might be brutal, Satan has met his match in Jesus Christ, your defender and champion. 

 Read 1 John 4:4. 

If Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior, then you find your identity and purpose in Him. If He gives you 
specific guidance on something He wants you to do, the Lord will give you all that you need to see it 
through. You act as His ambassador, and you don’t have to fear the enemy or walk in defeat. Why? Because 
“the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world’ (1 John 4:4). Jesus has already disarmed 
the power of the enemy through His cross (Col. 2:13-15). 

 Do you truly believe God can handle everything that opposes you? 

If you currently face opposition, journal your thoughts about it. Ask God to help you trust Him as He capably 
handles the situation in His perfect timing. 

Someone who has truly experienced mercy will much more freely show mercy. It becomes a habit. Whether 
in the form of forgiveness or meeting a physical need, every follower of Christ is commanded to love his 
neighbors. But who exactly qualifies as a neighbor? 

 Read Luke 10:25-37. 

To answer this question, Jesus shared the parable of the Good Samaritan. When Jesus first told the story, He 
likely shocked and offended many people within earshot. 

Why? When Jesus mentioned a priest and a Levite walking by a man in great need, He depicted the most 
religious people of the day as compassionless and unconcerned. The Samaritan, the one who went out of 
his way to generously meet the needs of the injured man, was an outcast of Jewish society. By His actions, 
however, he proved to be the most devoted to showing compassion and love to his fellow man. 
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DAY 3: Greater Is He | 1 John 4:4

DAY 4: Love Your Neighbor | Luke 10:25-37



 Who might Jesus use today in place of the priest and Levite? The Samaritan? 

 Based upon your recent actions in addressing people’s needs, with which character do you most   
 identify? Why? 

Pray now that God will give you the heart of the Good Samaritan so that you will allow yourself to be 
inconvenienced to reach out to others in need. 

While God cares for the needs of the many who need to be evangelized, fed, adopted, or rescued, He also 
cares for each needy person by name. 

It’s time to get specific. Read Psalm 82:3-4. Record the name of someone who might fit in each of 
these categories. Indicate an action you could take to help. 

Who is needy?  What could you do for them? 

Who is fatherless?  What could you do for them? 

Who is oppressed?  What could you do for them? 

Who is destitute?  What could you do for them? 

Who is poor?   What could you do for them? 

  
Did your understanding of who is needy, fatherless, and oppressed change when you put a name to each 
need? In Psalm 82, originally a worship song, God reminded His people to seek justice and make right the 
tragic things of this world. 

God desires that we step into situations and do something about the unfortunate circumstances of others. 
He wants us to reach out in love, to see the people behind those needs as the precious individuals for 
whom He sent His Son to die. 

Pray that God will give you the compassion of Christ and open up your busy schedule so you can reach out 
to someone in need.
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DAY 5: Provide Justice | Psalm 82:3-4


