



In this session, you will take a very practical look at providing for your family. Your resolve to provide will guide 
that process.  
 

COMMITMENT 8 
I will work diligently to provide for the needs of my family. 

Truth to discover: Men should consider it an honor to embrace their role as the primary providers of their 
families. 

The slacker craves, yet has nothing, but the diligent is fully satisfied. … 
There is profit in all hard work, but endless talk leads only to poverty. 

PROVERBS 13:4; 14:23 

THE HARD WORKING MAN 

Work is a gift, not a curse. But because of the curse, men have to work harder in life. Part of God’s 
expectation is that we work hard to provide for the needs of our families. 

Look up the following passages, noting God’s specific expectations for men. In some cases you will discover a 
specific trait or attitude He expects from His followers. Write a short phrase explaining what each passage 
teaches you about work and provision. 

• Genesis 3:17-19 

• Proverbs 10:4 

• Matthew 6:25-34 

• Ephesians 6:5-7 

• 2 Thessalonians 3:7-10 

• 1 Timothy 5:8 

• 1 Timothy 6:8 
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When we get prayerfully busy trying to provide for our families, we find ourselves cooperating with the One 
who created it all, owns it all, and can make more of it whenever He wants. By laying our best before Him, we 
can be absolutely sure that He will “give us each day our daily bread” (Matt. 6:11). He is Jehovah-jireh—the 
God who provides. 

WHAT A FAMILY NEEDS 

The difference between wants and needs is often blurred. For many of us, our standard of living is so 
subjective that we no longer are certain what qualifies as necessary for survival. 

Read Philippians 4:13. 

This Bible verse is frequently quoted. Unfortunately, it is sometimes applied to situations for which it was not 
intended. 

Now read Philippians 4:10-14. 
10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that once again you renewed your care for me. You were, in fact, 
concerned about me but lacked the opportunity to show it. 
11 I don’t say this out of need, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 
12 I know both how to have a little, and I know how to have a lot. In any and all circumstances I have 
learned the secret of being content—whether well fed or hungry, whether in abundance or in need. 
13 I am able to do all things through Him who strengthens me. 
14 Still, you did well by sharing with me in my hardship. 

  
Now verse 13 takes on a different meaning, doesn’t it? The apostle Paul didn’t mean to convey that you can 
do whatever you want through Christ’s strength—including working constantly to gain all your wants. Instead, 
Paul meant that through Christ’s strength, we can be content in all circumstances, finding satisfaction in God’s 
faithful provision. Paul “learned” how to do this (v. 11). It didn’t come naturally. 

Now underline the different ways Paul said we should be content in verses 12. Once you have done that, 
highlight the word “all” in verse 12. Then draw arrows from that word to all that it describes. 

 In which situation do you struggle most to be content? 

Your family needs to recognize the sufficiency of Christ and to understand the difference between wants and 
needs. As the family leader, part of providing is to help them make this distinction. More important, you must 
be content before you can lead your family to experience the attitude of contentment. 

 So, what is it that your family needs financially? Physically? Emotionally? Spiritually? 
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You should avoid thinking that financial provision is the extent of your responsibility as a husband and father. 
Bringing home a paycheck and keeping your family clothed and fed are not where provision stops. As the 
shepherd-leader of your home, you are also responsible for providing spiritual and emotional sustenance for 
your family to feed on—and you provide the example they look toward. 

Whether or not they show it or say so, your family depends on you. God has gifted you and allowed you to 
partner with Him to provide for all their needs, including their spiritual and emotional well being. At the same 
time, God will give you joy and a sense of fulfillment as you step up and provide for those He has called you 
to love the most. 

Have you resolved in your heart that you will work diligently in the days ahead and be a strong 
provider for your family? 

 

HOMEWORK   COMING UP IN WEEK 7 - FORGIVE AND BE FORGIVEN 
• My Resolution - Week 6  God wants Christian men to become masters of forgiveness and 
• Daily Devotionals   reconciliation. 
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Providing for your family presents one of those interesting paradigms in God’s kingdom. In some ways, you 
are to do all that you possibly can to provide for your wife and children. On the other hand, you also are to 
pray and believe that God is your Source and will be the One who provides all that you need to fulfill your 
responsibilities. Accepting that which “our hands have done” is a gift and a reminder that the Lord offers us 
a wonderful partnership and privileged responsibility. 

Think through how you and your family are doing. Use these questions to gauge the strength of 
your commitment to work with God to provide for them. 

• What needs in your immediate family are not being met? What can you do to help? Are you 
praying about this need? 

• What needs would your wife say that you are not meeting as you should? 

• Are there widows in your extended family who struggle financially or who need day-to-day 
assistance such as lawn mowing? How can you help? How should you pray for this person? 

• If you have children, would you characterize them as selfish or selfless? What attitudes in your 
home might be contributing to their mind-set? 

Sometimes children who have been given a lot are unable to cope with the work that is required when they 
launch out on their own. Consider helping your children thin out their toys or clothes, donating the objects 
to a charity or others in need. 

Assuming they are old enough, your children can begin to work for an allowance and learn financial 
responsibility. Share and use basic budgeting principles that reflect biblical stewardship and godly 
gratitude. 

 What are you doing to model a strong work ethic for your children? 

 How can you help protect your wife from carrying a heavy financial strain? 

 Does she desire to be a homemaker? If so, are you working toward allowing her to do so? 
 (Titus 2:5) 

PRAYER   
List action steps you need to take and prayers you need to pray concerning how to provide for your family. 
Commit your plans into God’s hands and wait to see what He will do for you and through you to help meet 
the needs of those under your care. 
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“As men, we should consider it an honor to embrace our role as the primary providers of our 
families. This is part of our manhood and calling as representatives of God the Father—the One 
who established work as part of His creation and is still ‘working’ (John. 5:17) as an example for 

us to follow, continually providing for our daily needs.” 
(The Resolution for Men, p. 157) 

Whether you love your job or hate it, God desires that you embrace the opportunity to provide for your 
family through your vocation. Unfortunately, many men find themselves unemployed and unable to provide. 
Many reasons exist for this problem: economic downturns, physical handicaps, and poor work attitudes or 
work ethic. 
  
If sinful behavior such as laziness or disrespect of your superiors contributed to your being unemployed, 
repent before God and eagerly seek new work. If you became unemployed due to circumstances beyond 
your control, ask God for His help and relentlessly pursue job opportunities great or small to provide for 
your family and honor God in the workplace. Be willing to work at lower paying jobs until you can find a 
higher paying one. 

Read 1 Timothy 5:8. 

Paul’s words are scathing. To call someone who does not provide for his family worse than an unbeliever is a 
serious charge. The implication is that a man of God will not allow his family to go without basics. Through 
prayer, active pursuit of new jobs, and a willingness to work in even humbling circumstances, a man of God 
will not rest until his family’s needs are met. Be willing to do what it takes to provide. Humility and a 
determination to take the opportunities God sends your way set an example that will change your family 
forever. 

Money is a tool. In and of itself, money is not evil but can be used for good or bad. The love of money, 
however, is the root of all types of evil (1 Tim. 6:10). However, earning money is actually a good thing. 

Read Ephesians 4:28. 

In this verse Paul refers to a man who used to take advantage of others for financial gain. But when the thief 
was changed by the power of God in his life, Paul expected him to stop his thievery and get to work. Why? 
To make money—income that would not only lessen the desire to steal but would help to meet the needs of 
others. In Christ, we should see opportunities to make more as opportunities to give more. 

 Why do we strive to make more money? To buy more? To give more? 
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DAY 1: Worse Than an Unbeliever | 1 Timothy 5:8

DAY 2: Make More to Give More | Ephesians 4:28



While it is acceptable to spend money on a home, a hobby, or an investment, it is not acceptable to drain 
your resources on things that only benefit you. Whether in your church, community, or neighborhood, you 
will hear about financial needs. People who experience hard times need resources to put food on their 
tables and to heat their homes. Those who are called to full-time ministry may require funds they don’t have 
in order to keep sharing the gospel in a distant land. 

Men, it is our responsibility to avoid hoarding our income. We should be ready and willing to bless others 
with our overflow. 

Are you aware of a financial need around you? What can you do to help? 
 

“Men work. Men provide. And when those men are children of God who call on Him as their Father, they can 
be sure that God will always meet their needs” ( The Resolution for Men, p. 160). Sometimes even the 
hardest working man endures financial challenges. Families grow, bills increase, companies downsize, 
unexpected expenses occur, and salaries change. The wise man remembers that in all these circumstances, 
God provides. 

Read Psalm 37:25-29. What things does the righteous man do? What does God do? 

When you dedicate your life to Him, God doesn’t promise that He will meet all your wants; but He does 
promise to meet all your needs in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19). When men live God’s way, the favor of God rests 
on them, and He will take care of their needs and their families. If you are under financial strain, pray for 
God’s provision, continue to work hard, and trust that God will meet every need. 

Does any financial strain weigh on you now? If so, describe it. 

Give it to God right now in prayer and trust that He will provide for those who are right with Him. 

While making money is not a sin and can certainly help you be open-handed in assisting others, it is 
important to recognize that an overly ambitious heart can lead to greed and the downfall of your integrity. 

Describe what each verse warns about wealth: 

Proverbs 11:28 

Proverbs 23:4 
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DAY 3: Never Forsaken | Psalm 37:25-29

DAY 4: Hurrying After Wealth | Proverbs 28:21-22



Proverbs 28:6 

Proverbs 28:22 

Ecclesiastes 5:10-12 

Proverbs 28:22 tells us that the “greedy man is in a hurry for wealth; he doesn’t know that poverty will come 
to him.” Don’t shortcut your way to financial prosperity; you might lose your integrity along the way. Or, 
sadly, you may discover that the security you worked so hard to build has vanished like smoke. 

Don’t live in a desperate attempt to get more. Work hard, stay faithful, and trust that God will give you every 
dollar needed to cover your costs while also helping others. 

Have you ever had this experience on Christmas morning? Your child tears open one gift to behold 
something he has desperately anticipated. Then, before the wrapping paper has had time to fall to the floor, 
he is already reaching for the next shiny package. 

You may acknowledge the blessings you have. You probably even give thanks to God for them. But 
sometimes discontent sets in. 

 Read 1 Timothy 6:6-10. According to the apostle Paul, what are our two physical needs (v. 8)? 

Have you eaten today? Do you have clothes to wear? Jesus explained that God will always supply these two 
things to His children (Matt. 6). But are you content? Really content? 

As you fall into wishing you had someone else’s house, a larger bank balance, or more of a certain item, 
beware: “those who want to be rich fall into temptation, a trap, and many foolish and harmful desires, which 
plunge people into ruin and destruction” (v. 9). Dissatisfaction with your blessings can lead to ruin and 
destruction. 

Choose contentment. Today thank God for your food, clothing, and the very air you breathe. Look for and 
express gratitude for the many blessings He constantly pours out on you and your family. 

Regardless of how much we have, we can allow greed to cause us to set our heart upon gaining more, or we 
can let gratefulness flow out of us in joyful thanksgiving to God for what He’s already provided. What will 
you do?
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DAY 5: Learning Contentment | 1 Timothy 6:6-10


